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This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 5 & 7.

7.36 Conservation Areas are described in Section 69 of the Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as “areas of special architectural 

or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to 

preserve or enhance”. Inevitably, these areas will vary greatly. Pleasant groups 

of buildings, open spaces, trees, an historic settlement pattern, a village 

green, or features of archaeological interest, may all contribute to the special 

character of an area, and it is that character, rather than individual buildings, 

which Conservation Area legislation seeks to preserve and enhance.

7.37 A feature of many towns are ‘burgage plots’. Surviving patterns of burgage 

plots have considerable historic and archaeological significance and contribute 

much to the character of Henley-on-Thames, Thame and Wallingford. They are 

among the principal historic assets of these towns and should be conserved.

7.38 When undertaking Conservation Area Appraisals the opportunity will be taken 

to produce and update lists of locally important non-designated heritage assets 

and identification of any heritage assets ‘at risk’ in order to encourage better 

understanding.
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