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7.27 Green Infrastructure is a network of multi-functional green space in both urban 

and rural areas, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental 

and quality of life benefits for local communities. Such networks can also 

include “blue” infrastructure features such as ponds, lakes, reservoirs, streams 

and rivers. When assessing planning applications, we will take into account 

the findings of the Green Infrastructure Strategy and the Habitat Regulations 

Assessment (HRA) to define new Green Infrastructure requirements and how 

they should be delivered. Where new Green Infrastructure is identified as a 

mitigation requirement within the HRA this must be delivered by the applicant 

to meet requirements. Green Infrastructure can have an important role to play 

in enhancing biodiversity, acting as a carbon store, and enhancing the quality 

of life for residents. Applicants should refer to guides such as the Fieldfare 

Trust ‘Countryside for All – A Good Practice Guide to Disabled People’s Access 

in the Countryside’ and the South Oxfordshire Design Guide to ensure that the 

positive contributions of Green Infrastructure are maximised.
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This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 5, 6 & 7

7.28  Heritage assets may be classified as either ‘designated’ or ‘non-designated’ 

and both can be important to consider through the planning process. Heritage 

assets can include Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, Conservation 

Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens, archaeological sites and other assets.
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7.29 Development proposals at an early stage should refer to sources of information 

on the historic environment such as the Oxfordshire Historic Landscape 

Characterisation Project, The Oxfordshire Historic Environment Record, The 

National Heritage List for England, the South Oxfordshire Heritage Impact 

Assessment, and, where relevant, Conservation Area Character Appraisals to 

ensure that proposals are based on an understanding of the significance of any 

heritage assets that may be affected. Development proposals should also take 

into account the principles set out in the South Oxfordshire Design Guide and 

other relevant guidance. 

7.30 In some circumstances, further surveys and analysis may be required prior 

to any application being determined. Heritage Statements, Statements of 

Significance, and Impact Assessments should be produced in line with current 

best practice and relevant national guidance.

7.31 The Council will monitor buildings or other heritage assets at risk through 

neglect, decay or other threats, proactively seeking solutions for assets at 

risk through discussions with owners and willingness to consider positively 

development schemes that would ensure the repair and maintenance of the 

asset, and, as a last resort, using its statutory powers. The Council will work 

with relevant stakeholders to encourage better understanding of the heritage 

assets on the Historic England “Heritage at Risk” Register. Where appropriate 

the Council will encourage Heritage Partnership Agreements, particularly for 

Listed Buildings on any ‘at risk’ register.

7.32 The Council will support Neighbourhood Development Plans where they seek to 

assess their heritage assets and add to the evidence base.

Policy ENV7: Listed Buildings


