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possible, having regard to other considerations including site size, heritage 

protection, landscape character, habitat protection, residential amenity, and 

the need to make the best use of land.  

7.11 The Council will protect trees of significant amenity value which are worthy 

of retention and considered to be at risk, through Tree Preservation Orders, 

Conservation Areas and planning conditions as appropriate, except in 

woodland subject to a Forestry Commission management agreement. When 

considering applications to carry out work to trees protected by an Order 

or Conservation Area, the Council will take account of good arboricultural 

practice, the effect of the trees on nearby properties, and the contribution they 

make to the visual quality of the area.

Biodiversity

Policy ENV2: Biodiversity - Designated Sites, Priority 
Habitats and Species
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This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 6, 7 & 8.

7.12 The level of protection and mitigation should be proportionate to the status 

of the habitat or species and its importance individually and as part of a wider 

network. 

Policy ENV3: Biodiversity 
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*For more information please refer to section 5.2 of BS 42020:2013

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 6, 7 & 8.

7.13  Adequate information must be provided, prior to planning decisions being 

made, to assess the impact on biodiversity where reasonably likely to occur. 

The use of conditions to require the submission of ecological information, after 

the grant of planning permission, will only be considered in wholly exceptional 

circumstances where the need for such surveys could not have reasonably been 

foreseen by the applicant or the Council.

 

7.14 South Oxfordshire supports a rich variety of natural habitats and species. Many 

of these habitats are of national and international significance. These include:

  4 Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

  38 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

  150 confirmed or proposed Local Wildlife Sites33 

  4 Local Nature Reserves

  5 Local Geological Sites

7.15 In addition, there are numerous other important natural habitats, which are 

priority habitats of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity 

(under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act)34.

7.16 In Oxfordshire a series of Conservation Target Areas (CTA)35 have been identified 

33 A current list of Local Wildlife 

Sites is available on the Thames 

Valley Environmental Records 

Centre website (www.tverc.

org/cms/). The list is updated 

periodically so should be 

referred to for the most up to 

date list of conservation sites

34 Natural Environment and 

Rural Communities Act 2006, 

available at: www.legislation.

gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents

35 www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/

biodiversity/conservation-target-

areas/
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which form the Ecological Network for the County. The CTA provide the 

best opportunities for targeted conservation action. They connect and buffer 

important habitats and species assemblages and have been designed to provide 

resilience to future climate change. Development proposals that would affect the 

integrity of these networks will be resisted or discouraged.

7.17 Development should contribute to the conservation of ecological networks, 

protected sites and priority habitats. All development should consider how it can 

improve biodiversity, and loss can only be permitted when there are unavoidable 

impacts that cannot be mitigated and compensation is provided to achieve a 

net gain. We will apply a form of Biodiversity Accounting to help understand if 

development proposals will achieve no net loss.

Policy ENV4: Watercourses


