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Policy DES3: Design and Access Statements

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 5 & 7.

8.14 Design and Access Statements are an important mechanism for communicating 

the design of a development. A checklist setting out when a Design and Access 

statement is required as part of a planning application can be found on the 

Council’s website.

Policy DES4: Masterplans for Allocated Sites and Major 
Development
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 *As defined by the Development Management Procedure Order 2010.

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.
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8.15  Masterplans are an important tool used by designers to set out the strategy 

for a new development and to demonstrate that the general layout, scale and 

other aspects of the design are based on good urban design principles. The 

South Oxfordshire Design Guide sets out the principles of good design that 

must be demonstrated through the preparation of a masterplan as part of 

applications for major development and development of allocated sites.

8.16 Masterplans should be produced in consultation with South Oxfordshire District 

Council, the community and other stakeholders. As part of the masterplanning 

process site promoters and developers should also, where appropriate, explore 

the possibility of long-term stewardship of assets with the local community.

Policy DES5: Outdoor Amenity Space

This policy contributes towards achieving objectives 4, 5, 6 & 7.

8.17 The relationship of a building with its plot is critical to how well it fits in with 

neighbouring development and to its impact on the overall character of the 

street. The extent of plot coverage also determines the external area available 

for private garden space. This policy and the Design Guide seek to ensure 

that reasonable standards of private amenity space are provided in new 

developments.


