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CULHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – REFERENDUM VERSION PLAN – 2023 

Policy CUL4: Enhancing Culham Conservation Area 
 
Development proposals within the Culham Conservation Area and its setting should 
preserve or enhance its significance as a designated heritage asset. Features 
identified as positive characteristics of the Conservation Area and its immediate 
setting are defined in the Culham Design Code. All development proposals in the 
Conservation Area should have full regard to the Design Code. 
 
Policy CUL5: Design Code for Culham  
 
Development proposals in Culham will be supported provided they have full regard 
to the essential design considerations and general design principles set out in the 
Culham Design Code attached as Appendix B. 
 
5.21 The policies establish the importance of design of new development in the 
Conservation Area, its setting and the village to maintain and enhance its 
character. It directs applicants bringing forward proposals in and around the village 
to the design codes contained in the Culham Design Code attached at Appendix 
B.  
 
5.22 The Code refines South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils’ 
Joint Design Guide, and establishes the principles of essential design considerations 
within three distinct area typologies of the main village settlement as well as certain 
features of the area outside of the main village settlement. These considerations set 
out features of each typology that make it distinctive, and the extent of each is 
defined in the Design Code document. In turn it complements Policies DES1 and 
DES2 of the SODCLP by highlighting particular characteristics of the Parish. The 
policies require proposals demonstrate, where relevant to the nature and location of 
the proposal, that full regard has been paid to the Code. The policies do not 
advocate pastiche or historic solution, however it is important that any new 
development demonstrates a connection with local character and place making.   
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Policy CUL6: Local Heritage Assets 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan identifies buildings as Local Heritage Assets as included in 
the Appendix B and shown on the Policies Map, for the purposes of applying 
development plan policies on non-designated heritage assets: 
 

i. The Lion, High Street; 
ii. Nos. 7 – 11 The Green; 
iii. 22-23 High Street; 
iv. School House, High Street; 
v. Kiln Cottage; 
vi. Station House; 
vii. The Railway Inn; 
viii. Tollgate Cottage; 
ix. 60 Abingdon Road; 
x. Maud Hales Terrace, Abingdon Bridge; 
xi. Pill boxes (Types FW3/24 The Burycroft; FW3/24C & FW3/28A at Appleford 

Bridge; FW3/28A at Sutton Bridge; FW3/24C at Sutton Pools; FW3/28A at Zouch 
Farm and FW3/28A at Tollgate Road). 

 
5.23 The policy designates certain buildings or structures as Local Heritage Assets in 
order to give them additional protection as heritage assets, in recognition of the 
important contribution they make to the special character of the Parish for the 
application of Policy ENV6 of the SODCLP. Policy ENV6 requires a balanced 
judgement to take place where proposals directly or indirectly affect the 
significance of a local heritage asset taking into account the scale of any harm or 
loss and the significance of the asset, in line with §197 of the NPPF. This means that 
Policy ENV6 will apply to schemes coming forward which may affect the local 
heritage assets listed in this policy. Culham parish also comprises a rich 
archaeological landscape within which is contained numerous cropmark 
complexes denoting its early occupation and use from the prehistoric period 
onwards. This policy focuses on the built historic environment. Policy ENV6 of the 
SODCLP will therefore continue to apply to above or below ground archaeological 
remains as well as other elements of the historic environment.  
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Culham Design Code 
June 2022



5. Design Codes

66Culham Neighbourhood Plan Design Code

Outside the main village settlement

The Natural Environment

Joint Design Guide: “The site layout should respect its physical features and those of its adjacent land including its topography, 
orientation, landform, geology, drainage patterns, field patterns/boundaries and vegetation cover, for example.” 

2.0 retains and strengthens the site’s landscape features; using the physical features of the site and results of technical studies positively 
and imaginatively in its design

OVS2.0.1 All development should contribute to the maintenance and delivery of a high quality multi-functional network of Green and Blue 
Infrastructure in the Parish to provide long-term benefits for people, places and nature, in ways that reinforce local character. 

2.3

implements SuDs (Sustainable Drainage Systems) as an integral part of the development’s open space network. SuDs should be 
designed into the development from the outset with features such as: wetlands, basins, ponds, scrapes, swales, retention planters 
(rainwater gardens), combined with good landscaping to make a positive contribution to the biodiversity, character and appearance of a 
development

OVS2.3.1 Proposals should consider flood resistance and resilience measures such as the use of permeable paving surfaces and green, blue and 
brown roofs.

2.13 retains and enhances existing important habitats, creates new habitats and aims to deliver at least 10% Biodiversity Net Gain
(Environment Bill 2020)

OVS2.13.1
Proposals should embed green and blue infrastructure in ways that help support nature recovery and reverse the decline in biodiversity 
resulting in a ‘net gain’, including the placement of swift bricks, bat box bricks, insect bricks, house martin nest boxes, ‘hedgehog holes’ 
between gardens and the external natural environment avoiding openings onto roads. 
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